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FPO Saathi Fellowship 2026 in India | BAIF Development Research Foundation

Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Karnataka, Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Bihar, Jharkhand, Uttarakhand - full-time - entry level - 20,000 /month - Closes 18 Oct 2026

View this on aikyamjobs.org — https://aikyamjobs.org/jobs/fpo-saathi-fellowship-2026-in-india-baif-development-research-foundation

Organization Overview

BAIF Development Research Foundation is a Pune-based nonprofit that
has worked on rural development across India since 1967, focusing on
Farmer Producer Organisations (FPOs), livestock development,
watershed management, and women's livelihoods.

FPO Fellow -

Location & Sector

Location: Rural placements across Organization & Role

g g g Placements across 9 states in India | Impact
9 States’ Indla | Organlzatlon: ConteXt Area: Rural Development, Agribusiness, FPO

Governance & Livestock

BAIF Development Research L

Foundation r

Core Mission

Serve as a full-time, field-based fellow for 3 months placed directly with
a Farmer Producer Organisation (FPO) to solve practical challenges or
business opportunities in agribusiness, market linkages, and

governance.
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FPO Challenge Resolution & Field Support

Work directly with one assigned FPO to understand its
challenges and execute a focused 3-month improvement
project directly in the field.

Value Chain & Market Linkages

Support value chain development and market
linkages, including buyer outreach, market
mapping, and price benchmarking.

FPO Fellow \

Dairy & Livestock Enterprise Development

Location: Rural placements across
[ Key Responsibilities ] Support dairy and livestock enterprise work, including milk

collection efficiency, artificial insemination coverage, and

9 states, India | Organization:
BAIF Development Research  market linkages.

Foundation r

Digital Presence & Women's Participation

Help strengthen the FPO's digital presence via online listings and e-
commerce, while expanding women's participation in shareholding,
leadership, and governance.

Governance & Institutional Compliance

Support FPO governance, including board meetings, statutory
compliance, equity collection, and establishing linkages with
banks, NABARD, and SFAC.




FPO Fellow

Location: Rural placements across

9 states, India | Organization:
BAIF Development Research
Foundation

JD Mindmap

Education

Graduate or postgraduate degree in agriculture, agribusiness,
rural management, development studies, economics, commerce,
management, or a related field.

Experience

0 to 5 years of experience;
fresh graduates are
welcome to apply.

Requirements &
Qualifications

Technical Expertise

Understanding of agribusiness, market mapping,
digital record-keeping tools, FPO governance, and
practical field problem-solving.

Location & Commitment

Full-time 3-month commitment (cannot be combined with another
job or course); willingness to live and work in rural or semi-rural
areas across assigned states.

Language & Personal Attributes

Local language proficiency is preferred; open to
all genders and ages (women are especially
encouraged to apply).




FPO Fellow

Location: Rural placements across

9 states, India | Organization:
BAIF Development Research
Foundation
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Stipend & Incentive

Monthly stipend of 20,000, plus a 330,000
completion incentive upon successfully finishing
the 3-month fellowship.

Role Benefits &
Opportunities

Certification & Field Experience

Official BAIF completion certificate and immersive,
hands-on field experience working directly with
farmer producer institutions.

Agribusiness Career Foundation

Opportunity to build a strong practical
foundation in rural development, supply chain,
and agribusiness management.
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Application Assist —

Want to save this for later instead? Open the live listing —

BAIF Development Research Foundation

baif (1).png BAIF Development Research Foundation is a Pune based nonprofit that has worked on rural
development across India since 1967. It focuses on strengthening Farmer Producer Organisations, along with
livestock development, watershed management, and women’s livelihoods, with a presence across many states in
the country.

Role

This is a 3 month, full time fellowship that places you with a Farmer Producer Organisation in one of nine states
across India. You will work directly in the field with FPO members, farmers, and BAIF staff to solve a specific
practical challenge or business opportunity for that FPO. Depending on your placement, you may work on market
linkages, dairy and livestock enterprises, digital marketing, women’s participation, or FPO governance. The
fellowship is hands on and field based, not a desk role, and cannot be combined with another job or course. It suits
someone early in their career who wants direct, grassroots experience with farmer institutions.

Responsibilities

« Work directly with one FPO to understand its challenges and support a focused improvement project over 3
months

« Support value chain and market linkage work, including buyer outreach, market mapping, and price
benchmarking

« Support dairy and livestock enterprise work, including milk collection, artificial insemination coverage, and

market linkages

Help strengthen the FPO’s digital presence, including online listings, e-commerce, and simple record keeping

tools
+ Support women’s participation in the FPO, including shareholding, leadership, and governance roles

aikyamjobs.org — Page 5 of 12
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« Support FPO governance, including board meetings, compliance, equity collection, and linkages with banks,
NABARD, and SFAC
« Spend time in the field with farmers, FPO members, and BAIF staff, rather than working from a desk

Requirements

« Graduate or postgraduate degree in agriculture, agribusiness, rural management, development studies,
economics, commerce, management, or a related field

« 0 to 5 years of experience; freshers are welcome to apply

» Able to commit full time for the entire 3 month fellowship, without combining it with another job or course

Willing to live and work in a rural or semi rural area

» Local language proficiency is preferred but not required

Open to all genders and ages; women are especially encouraged to apply
» Fellows are placed with a specific FPO within these states

Benefits

+ Monthly stipend of 320,000, plus a 30,000 completion incentive on finishing the fellowship
« BAIF completion certificate

« Hands on field experience working directly with farmer producer organisations

« Opportunity to build a strong foundation in rural development and agribusiness

Apply

Check your fit for the role and receive the apply link in your mailbox

Follow our WhatsApp Channel to get notified about the latest jobs.

Required Skills

Field Facilitation Market Linkages FPO Governance Digital Marketing (Basic)

Community Engagement

Tags
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BAIF Development Research Foundation

Maharashtra Madhya Pradesh Rajasthan

Jharkhand Uttarakhand

Livelihoods

Karnataka

Social Work

Fellowship Fresher

Chbhattisgarh Gujarat
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BAIF Development Research Foundation

Rural Development and Livelihoods

View this on aikyamjobs.org — https://aikyamjobs.org/companies/baif-development-research-foundation

Identity & Core Purpose

Major rural development organisation founded in 1967 by Dr. Manibhai
Desai (in its Diamond Jubilee year as of August 2026), registered under
the Bombay Public Trusts Act 1950 and recognised as a Scientific and

Industrial Research Organisation.

Operating & Research Model

Helps rural families build lasting livelihoods through livestock, farming,

BAIF Development Organisation Overview &

Research Foundation Governance \‘Vatér. and er\lterprise- work, back.ed by- its own BAIF Central Research
Station and field stations, operating with over 7,700 employees and
(BAIF) associates.
|\ J
( )
Headquarters: Pune, Maharashtra Leadership Team
’ Founded: 1967 (Scientiﬁc & Led by Hrishikesh Mafatlal (Chairperson), Dr. Bharat Kakade (President
) X . and Managing Trustee), Dr. Jayant Khadse (Vice President, Livestock
Industrial Research Ol‘ganlsatlon / Development and Scientific Research), and Dr. Raviraj Jadhav (Vice
Puth Trust) | SeCtOf: Rural L President, Programmes and Regional Director, West). )

Livelihoods, Agriculture, (
Livestock, Climate Action, Health
Headquartered in Pune, Maharashtra; operates across 102,000

& Nutrition villages in 351 districts across 14 states in India, including active
work in 70 Aspirational Districts.

National & Global Footprint

[ Geographic Reach & Scale ] r
Impact Reach

Currently serves 5 million rural families with Vision 2030 targeting 10
million families; livestock programme alone has improved livelihoods
for 8.6 million families; climate programmes have sequestered 8.2

million tons of carbon.
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Sustainable Livelihoods & Livestock

Helping families earn better through cattle/buffalo breeding,
tree-based farming (wadi), watershed/water management, and
rural non-farm enterprises.

Climate Action & Agro-biodiversity

Running climate-smart farming, carbon sequestration, solar
energy, nature-based solutions, agrivoltaics, and community
seed banks across six states.

[ Areas of Work ]
BAIF Development Women in Development & Skilling

ReSCaI‘Ch Foundation Supporting rural women through Self-Help Groups (SHGs),

Swayamshree enterprise training, leadership, reproductive health/

(B AIF) hygiene, smart schools, and functional literacy.
\ J

He adquarters- Pune. Maharashtra Development Research & Innovation
* b
| FOul’lded: 1967 (SCientiﬁC & Carrying out scientific research in agriculture, livestock, natural
X X X resources, and social sciences through BAIF Central Research Station
Industrial Research Organisation / i el sl s T B (AT,
Public Trust) | Sector: Rural )
Livelihoods Agriculture Livestock Development & Wadi Programme
5 b
Live StOCk, Chmate ACtiOl’l’ Health Nationwide cattle/buffalo breeding program resulting in 8.63
o million births; Wadi fruit and forest tree-based farming for
& Nutrition tribal and poor families.
\
e

Samruddha Gram & Agrivoltaics

[ Initiatives & Programmes ] Holistic village development model scaled to 408 villages;

established India's first multi-model agrivoltaics demonstration

facility at Uruli Kanchan, Pune.

BAIF CARES & People's Organisations

Incubated 17 rural startups in agriculture, livestock, food
processing, and waste management; supported 114 FPOs
and 74 agri-business centres.




BAIF Development
Research Foundation
(BAIF)

Headquarters: Pune, Maharashtra
| Founded: 1967 (Scientific &
Industrial Research Organisation /
Public Trust) | Sector: Rural
Livelihoods, Agriculture,
Livestock, Climate Action, Health
& Nutrition
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Government & Institutional Partners

NABARD, CSIR-National Chemical Laboratory,
Aspirational District authorities, and state agricultural/
animal husbandry departments.

Corporate & Funding Partners

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, GIZ,
KfW, CGIAR, INRAE, WRI India,
UNFCCC, and UNCCD.

[ Partners & Impact ]

Implementation & Community Networks

Collaborates with 114 Farmer Producer Organisations (FPOs), 74
Agri-Business Centres, community seed banks, and local SHG
networks across 14 states.

Impact Summary

Over six decades of leadership in rural development, transforming lives
for over 5 million rural families across 102,000 villages while
sequestering 8.2 million tons of carbon and building sustainable rural
enterprises.
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About the Company

Visit website —

BAIF Development Research Foundation is a rural development organisation based in Pune, Maharashtra. It was
founded in 1967 by Dr. Manibhai Desai and entered its Diamond Jubilee year in August 2026. BAIF is registered
under the Bombay Public Trusts Act 1950 and is recognised as a Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation. It
helps rural families build lasting livelihoods through livestock, farming, water, and enterprise work, backed by its
own research stations. About 7,700 employees and associates work with rural communities across India. baif

(1).png
I Head Quaters: Pune, Maharashtra, India

Youtube Video >

Major Areas of Work

Sustainable Livelihoods: Helping families earn better through livestock, tree based farming (wadi), water

management, and rural non farm enterprises.

« Climate Action: Running climate smart farming, carbon sequestration, solar energy, nature based solutions, and
agro biodiversity conservation.

« Women in Development: Supporting women through self help groups, entrepreneurship, leadership, and
reproductive health and hygiene.

« Health and Nutrition: Improving food, nutrition, and maternal, child, and adolescent health in rural and tribal
households.

« Education and Skilling: Running schools, literacy centres for women, farmer training, and digital learning.

+ Development Research: Carrying out scientific research in agriculture, livestock, natural resources, and social

sciences through the BAIF Central Research Station and field stations.

Major Initiatives and Programs
« Livestock development programme, which has improved the livelihoods of over 8.6 million families, with 8.63

million cows and buffaloes born under the programme
« Wadi programme, supporting tribal and poor families with fruit and forest tree based farming
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« Samruddha Gram, a holistic village development model that has developed 408 villages

« Swayamshree programme, training SHG women in enterprise

« Smart School programme and Functional Literacy centres in Bundelkhand

« Agrivoltaics, including India’s first multi model agrivoltaics demonstration facility at Uruli Kanchan, Pune
« Community seed banks and women seed conservationists across six states

BAIF CARES, which has incubated 17 rural startups in agriculture, livestock, food processing, and waste
management

Disaster Management Fund for immediate relief to families hit by natural calamities

Impact

BATF is working toward Vision 2030, which aims to reach 10 million rural families from the current level of 5
million. Its livestock programme alone has reached families in over 102,000 villages across 351 districts in 14
states. BAIF works in 70 Aspirational Districts. Its climate programmes have sequestered a total of 8.2 million tons
of carbon, and its people’s organisations include 114 farmer producer organisations and 74 agri business centres.

Leadership

« Hrishikesh Mafatlal, Chairperson

+ Dr. Bharat Kakade, President and Managing Trustee

« Dr. Jayant Khadse, Vice President, Livestock Development and Scientific Research
+ Dr. Raviraj Jadhav, Vice President, Programmes and Regional Director, West

Partners

Gates Foundation, GIZ, KfW, CGIAR, INRAE, CSIR-National Chemical Laboratory, NABARD, WRI India, UNFCCC,
UNCCD

BAIF offers close to six decades of experience in rural development, with work spread across many states and
themes. Staff can work on field programmes, research, climate action, and rural enterprise within one
organisation. The Board of Trustees includes leaders from industry, science, and public service. BAIF also
publishes annual reports and a whistle-blower policy, and has an Internal Committee in place.

See the full listing and open roles: https://aikyamjobs.org/companies/baif-development-research-foundation

Hope this gives you a clear, complete picture of the role — if it feels like a fit, the link above takes you straight to the full listing.
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