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Research 
Associate

Location: Bengaluru, 
Karnataka

Organization: Ashoka 
Trust for Research in 

Ecology and the 
Environment (ATREE)

Organization & 
Role Context

Organization Overview
ATREE is a Bengaluru-based environmental research 
organisation working to protect nature and local 
livelihoods by combining ecology, livelihoods, and 
policy.

Location & Sector
Bengaluru, Karnataka | Impact Area: Development 
Sector / Environmental Conservation & Grassland 
Ecology.

Core Mission
Build research and knowledge for ATREE's 
Grasslands Initiative (TGI) to guide restoration, 
shape programmes, and inform policy.

Key 
Responsibilities

Literature Review & Knowledge Synthesis
Review and summarise research on grasslands, 
restoration, pastoralism, fodder systems, 
biodiversity, and climate resilience.

Field Research & Landscape Assessment
Support field studies, document conservation and 
restoration work on the ground, and assess 
grassland landscapes.

Data Collection & Analysis
Collect, organise, and analyse ecological, social, 
economic, and spatial data to develop monitoring 
frameworks and indicators.

Policy Review & Report Drafting
Review government policies, programmes, and 
funding sources affecting grasslands, and prepare 
research reports, policy briefs, and presentations.

Stakeholder & Partner Coordination
Coordinate with research institutions, field partners, 
and interdisciplinary teams to carry out joint 
research initiatives.

Requirements & 
Qualifications

Education
Master's degree in Ecology, Environmental Science, 
Natural Resource Management, Geography, 
Environmental Economics, Development Studies, or 
a related field.

Experience
0 to 2 years of relevant post-Master's experience; 
fresh graduates with strong research skills are 
encouraged to apply.

Technical Expertise
Working knowledge of qualitative or quantitative 
research methods, data analysis, and familiarity with 
GIS tools or statistical software (R, Python, Stata) as 
a plus.

Core Skills & Tools
Strong analytical, writing, and communication skills, 
with a genuine interest in grasslands, restoration 
ecology, pastoral livelihoods, and environmental 
policy.

Language & Personal Attributes
Willingness to travel to field sites and work in an 
interdisciplinary team; open to Indian candidates 
only.

Role Benefits & 
Opportunities

Interdisciplinary Research Exposure
Work alongside a multidisciplinary team combining 
ecology, livelihoods, and environmental policy.

Field Experience & Policy Impact
Gain hands-on field experience across Indian 
grassland landscapes and see your research shape 
restoration work, programmes, and policies.

Early Career Foundation
Build a strong research base early in your 
conservation career.
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Skills this role needs

Literature review 

and research 

synthesis

Ecological and 

socio-economic 

data analysis

GIS and spatial 

data

Statistical 

analysis in R / 

Python / Stata

Research report 

and policy brief 

writing

Job description

ATREE
ATREE is an environmental research organisation based in Bengaluru that works to protect nature and the 

people who depend on it. India's grasslands and other open natural ecosystems are home to many plants 

and animals, and they support the livelihoods of herders and farming communities. ATREE brings together 

ecology, livelihoods and policy to help care for these landscapes in ways that are fair to the people who live 

there. This role sits within ATREE's Grasslands Initiative (TGI), which works across priority grassland regions 

to get these ecosystems recognised, protected, restored and well managed, while securing the rights and 

livelihoods of local communities.

Role
As a Research Associate, you will help build the research and knowledge behind TGI's work, where ecology, 

livelihoods and policy meet. You will review studies, analyse data and record what is happening in the field, 

then turn what you learn into practical ideas that guide restoration, shape programmes and inform policy.

Responsibilities

• Review and summarise research on grasslands, restoration, pastoralism, fodder systems, biodiversity and 

climate resilience.

• Support field studies and landscape assessments, and document conservation and restoration work on 

the ground.

• Collect, organise and analyse ecological, social, economic and spatial data.

• Help develop research frameworks, indicators and ways to monitor TGI's work across landscapes.

• Review government policies, programmes and sources of funding that affect grasslands.

• Prepare research reports, policy briefs, presentations and other materials that share what the team learns.

• Coordinate with research institutions, field partners and others to carry out research together.

Requirements

• A Master's degree in Ecology, Environmental Science, Natural Resource Management, Geography, 

Environmental Economics, Development Studies or a related subject.

• 0-2 years of relevant experience after your Master's degree, and fresh graduates with strong research 

skills are encouraged to apply.

• Strong analytical, writing and communication skills, with a working knowledge of qualitative or 

quantitative research methods and data analysis.

• Knowledge of GIS tools or statistical software such as R, Python or Stata is a plus.

• A real interest in grasslands, restoration ecology, pastoral livelihoods, environmental policy or rural 

development.

• Willingness to travel to field sites and to work in a team of people from different fields.

• This position is open to Indian candidates only.

Benefits

• Work alongside a team that brings together ecology, livelihoods and policy.

• Gain hands-on field experience in grassland landscapes across India.

• See your research shape restoration work, programmes and policy.

• Build a strong research base early in your career.

Apply
Check your fit for the role and receive the apply link in your mailbox

Follow our WhatsApp Channel to get notified about the latest jobs.
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About the organisation

ATREE
Environmental Conservation and Sustainable Development

atree.org ↗

More on aikyamjobs.org

Ashoka Trust 
for Research in 

Ecology and 
the 

Environment 
(ATREE)
Headquarters: 

Bengaluru, Karnataka, 
India

Founded: Non-Profit 
Organisation

Sector: Development 
Sector / Environmental 

Conservation, 
Interdisciplinary 

Research & 
Sustainability

Organisation 
Overview & 
Governance

Identity & Core Purpose
Globally recognised non-profit organisation focused 
on environmental conservation and sustainable, 
socially just development through interdisciplinary 
knowledge generation and dissemination.

Operating & Knowledge Model
Combines interdisciplinary research, place-based 
community conservation centres, academic degree 
programs, policy engagement, and local community 
empowerment.

Leadership & Capacity Building
Prioritises capacity-building to produce the next 
generation of environmental scholars, conservation 
leaders, and interdisciplinary practitioners.

Geographic Reach 
& Scale

National & Regional Footprint
Headquartered in Bengaluru, Karnataka, with field 
presence across Eastern Himalayas (Darjeeling, 
Kalimpong), Western Ghats, Kerala (Vembanad), 
Karnataka (BR Hills, MM Hills), and Tamil Nadu 
(Agasthyamalai).

Impact Reach
Secured 12,782+ hectares of forest rights, impacted 
1,691+ livelihoods, discovered 100+ new species, 
and published 57+ scientific papers alongside books 
and reports.

Major Areas of 
Work

Sustainable Livelihoods & Forest Rights
Supports customary community use of non-timber 
forest products (NTFP) and sustainable grazing, 
while securing forest rights for indigenous groups 
like the Soliga community.

Exploration & Biodiversity Conservation
Explores, documents, and conserves flora and fauna 
across diverse Indian ecosystems, discovering over 
100 new species.

Ecosystem Restoration
Reverses ecosystem degradation through tailored 
ecological methods aligned with local biodiversity 
and community needs.

Water & Food Security
Addresses water scarcity and food security through 
sustainable practices, policies, and cross-sector 
partnerships promoting social equity.

Major Initiatives & 
Programmes

Community Conservation Centres (CCCs)
Place-based research and action centres in 
Darjeeling, Vembanad, MM Hills, BR Hills, and 
Agasthyamalai.

Academy for Conservation Science & 
Sustainability Studies
Offers PhD programs, MSc in Environmental Studies 
(Conservation Practice), Certificate Courses, and 
Environment Education across Land, Water, and 
Forests.

The Himalaya & Grasslands Initiatives
Targeted landscape-level initiatives focusing on 
Eastern Himalayan biodiversity and semi-arid 
grassland ecosystems.

Partners & Impact

Government & Institutional Partners
Engages with government ministries, forest 
departments, and national environmental policy 
bodies.

Academic & Research Collaborators
Partners with leading national and international 
universities, research labs, and academic 
institutions.

Grassroots & Community Partners
Works closely with indigenous communities (e.g., 
Soliga), local forest dwellers, lake communities, and 
grassroots conservation groups.

Impact Summary
Advances environmental conservation and social 
justice across India by generating rigorous 
interdisciplinary research, empowering local 
communities, securing forest rights, and training 
conservation leaders.
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About ATREE

Ashoka Trust for Research in Ecology and the Environment (ATREE) is a research organisation focused on 

environmental conservation and sustainable, socially just development in India. It produces and shares 

interdisciplinary knowledge that both shapes and is shaped by the needs of grassroots communities, 

policymakers and the wider public.

Youtube Videos

Its researchers explore, document and conserve plants and animals across India's landscapes. It also works 

on restoring degraded ecosystems and on water, food and livelihood security. ATREE puts strong weight on 

capacity building and runs its own Academy to train the next generation of scholars and conservation 

leaders.

Headquarters: Bengaluru, Karnataka, India

Major Areas of Work

• Exploration and Conservation: Surveying, documenting and conserving plants and animals across India's 

landscapes.

• Restoration: Reversing ecosystem degradation in ways suited to each landscape's ecology and to the 

needs of its people and biodiversity.

• Water and Food Security: Tackling water scarcity and food insecurity through sustainable practices, 

policy and partnerships that support ecological health and social equity.

• Sustainable Livelihoods: Supporting communities' customary and sustainable use of traditional resources 

such as non-timber forest products (NTFP) and grazing.

• Research and Capacity Building: Producing rigorous interdisciplinary research and training scholars and 

practitioners in conservation science and sustainability.

Major Initiatives and Programmes

• Community Conservation Centres: Five field centres at Vembanad, Male Mahadeshwara Hills, Biligiri 

Rangaswamy Temple Tiger Reserve, Agasthyamalai and Darjeeling that combine place-based research 

with community action.

• PhD Programme: An interdisciplinary doctoral programme at ATREE's Academy for Conservation Science 

and Sustainability Studies, open to students from any discipline.

• MSc Environmental Studies (Conservation Practice): A Master's course that gives natural and social 

science students the interdisciplinary knowledge and skills to address conservation challenges.

• Certificate Courses: Short courses that combine field and classroom sessions for people interested in the 

environment and sustainable development.

• Environment Education: A programme that promotes environmental understanding and action among 

different groups of people around three themes: land, water and forests.

The Community Conservation Centres are ATREE's long-term presence in the field. The Biligiri Rangaswamy 

Temple Tiger Reserve centre in Chamarajanagar district, Karnataka, was set up in 1992. It works with the 

Soliga community on livelihoods, community rights and the assessment of important species. The 

Darjeeling centre, set up in 1998, carries out place-based research in the Darjeeling and Kalimpong districts 

of the Eastern Himalaya. The Agasthyamalai centre (2001) works in southern Tamil Nadu. The Vembanad 

centre (2007) works on wetland conservation, livelihoods and climate action around the Ramsar-listed lake 

in Alappuzha district, Kerala. The Male Mahadeshwara Hills centre (2008), in southeast Karnataka on the 

Tamil Nadu border, works with local communities on the continued, sustainable harvest of forest resources.

Impact

ATREE states that its researchers have discovered more than 100 new species across India. Its own site also 

cites more than 10,000 hectares of forest rights secured and more than 1,000 livelihoods impacted.

ATREE suits people who want their work to sit where research meets practice, including ecologists, social 

scientists, water and livelihoods specialists, and educators. Its field sites run from Kerala's wetlands and the 

Western Ghats to the Eastern Himalaya. Staff work closely with forest-dwelling communities and with 

policymakers. Because ATREE also runs PhD, Master's and certificate programmes, staff get exposure to 

teaching, mentoring and interdisciplinary teamwork. It fits people who care equally about rigorous science 

and the rights of the communities who depend on these ecosystems.
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Interested? Application Assist → ·  Full listing: https://aikyamjobs.org/jobs/research-associate-grasslands-

initiative-in-bengaluru-atree
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